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ANITA CHAPMAN 

: : THATLAHD: DIGGINGS AGAIN RAISE QUESTIONS 
eae THE UNIVERSITY OF PENMSYLVANIA, AMERICAN ALD 

THAT SCIENTISTS REPORT NEW FIO1NGS Ti THEIR JOINT 
ARCHEOLOGICAL PROJECT I THATLAND. HERE WITH DETAILS 

ON THE STORY, IS VOA'S AMITA CHAPIAN: 

VOICE: 

FOR FIFTEEN YEARS THAT Ai: AMERICAN ARCHEOLOGISTS 
HAVE DIRECTED DIGCIHGS IN AND AROUND THE VILLAGE OF 
BAN CHIANG TH HORTHEASTER!: THATLAND. THEY HAVE UNEARTHED 
TONS OF ARTIFACTS, MAIMLY POTS, SPEARHEADS, AND ORUAMENTS 
OF AN ADVANCED SOCIETY OF SKILLED HUNTERS, CRAFTSMEN, AGO 
RICE FARMERS, 

MITHIN SEVEN HETERS OF THE SURFACE, OGUJECTS FRO 
SIX DISTINCT PERIODS OF HISTORY HAVE BEEN FOUND, TENTATIVELY 
DATED FROM THIRTY-SIX HUNDRED TO THO HUMDRED FIFTY YEARS 
OF THE PRE-CHRISTIAN ERA, 

CHESTER GORTVAN OF PEMSYLVANTA UMIVERSITY AND PISIT 
CHAROENWONGSA, CURATOR OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUI! OF BANGKOK, 
DESCRIBE THIS CULTURE AS “AN EXTRAORDINARILY CREATIVE 
PREHISTORIC SOCIETY", THAT FROM ALL EVIDENCE ENJOYED A 
LONG PERIOD OF PEACE AND ECONCMIC SECURITY. 

OF SUPREME INTEREST TO ARCHEOLOGISTS ARE THE 
SPEARHEADS AND JEWELRY HADE OF BRONZE, WHICH IS AN 
ALLOY OF COPPER AND TIN. IF, IMDEED, A LIVELY BRONZE 
AGE CULTURE FLOURISHED SIX THOUSAHD YEARS AGO IW THAILAND, 
IT SILL CHALLENGE ACCEPTED THEORIES THAT THE FIRST BRONZE 
AGE SOCIETY WAS CENTERED IN THE TIGRIS-EUPHRATES VALLEY 


OF THE MIDDLE EAST. 
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COPT) OEPOSTS OF BOTH TI!! Al-D COPPER EXIST IN 
ABUNDANCE IN THE HILLS NEAR BAN CHIANG. 8UT THE SOURCE 
OF TIN IN THE TIGRIS-EUPHRATES HAS NEVER BEEN 
DISCOVERED, LEADING TO A HOST OF INTERESTING QUESTIONS, 
CEND OPT) 

DATING THE BAN CHIANG ARTIFACTS IS THE [/iMENSELY 
DIFFICULT TASK, THE PROCEDURE USED, THE CARGON-FIFTEEN 
PROCESS, 1S USEFUL, BUT SCIENTISTS KNOW ITS LIMITATIONS. 
IT YIELDS RESULTS ONLY THROUGH A WEB OF EVIDENCE AND 
LOGIC, IT CANNOT GE USED ON ARTIFACTS THEMSELVES, BUT 
ON DUST AND ASH FOUUD NEAR THE OBJECTS OR Of THE SAME 
GROUND LEVEL NEARBY. 

TO GET AN ACCURATE READE'G A MINIMUM OF A FISTFUL 
OF OUST MUST BE FOUND. AO THEi, THE TEST MUST BE 
REPEATED A NUMBER OF TIMES, SINCE THERE CAN BE WIDE 
VARIATION IN THE RESULT. WILLIAM TROUSDALE, CURATOR OF 
ASTALL ARCHEOLOGY AT THE SHITHSONIAH INSTITUTION HERE Lt 
WASHINGTON, CITES AN ADDITIONAL PROSLEM AT BAN CHIANG~~ 
THE MONSOON RAINS, THAT CAN CAUSE SURFACE IiiPURITIES TO 
CONTAMINATE THE HATERIAL TESTED, OR. TROUSDALE FEELS 
DATING OF THE BAN CHIANG ARTIFACTS 15 THEREFORE STILL 
AT A PRELIMINARY STAGE. 

BUT EVEN WITH EXACT DATING TENTATIVE, ARCHEOLOGISTS 
BELIEVE THE BAN CHIANG OBJECTS TO BE VERY OLD, AND 
THEREFORE, VERY IMPORTANT. THE BEIGE, BROWN AND BLACK 
BAN CHIANG POTS ARE HIGHLY SOPHISTICATED, BOTH IN FORM 
AND DECORATION, AND THE SKILLED USE OF BRONZE WOULD 


SHOW A SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT FAR Ii ADVANCE OF THAT OF 


BACKGROUNDER 1-0817 PAGE 3 
INDIA AMD CHINA SIX THOUSAND YEARS AGO, "IF THIS 
SOCIETY IS THAT OLD", SAID DR, PISIT LAST WEEK, "IT 
WILL INDEED UPSET THE ASSUMPTIOI THAT SOUTHEAST ASIA 
PLAYED ONLY A MINOR AND DERIVATIVE ROLE IH PREHISTORIC 
DEVELOPMENT, "! 
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